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S -On behalf of the over 100,000 consumers- scrved by the members of Western Monlana Elccmc
e Generatmg and Transmission Cooperative (WMGE&T), we a;:premate the . opportunity to 7
. comment op the future role of Bonneville in resource acquisition. -All of our members purchase -
- some power and the majority. of our members purchase all of their power from Bonneville, sowe .~
- have s-keen intevest in the future of the egency. As such, we support the j jcmt customer pmposa! PR
= thathas been developed ovctthc last ycar and recommend that it be used as. the bams for fuzther AT
_mgxonal dlscusswus - , , B

. 3 is cicar m us that the heneﬁh nf‘ the Faderal Columbia River Power System (FCRPS) wculd be -
- ' best preserved through long-term contracts between Bonneville and its customers. Long term o
- contracts offer the best hope of pmv:dmg certainty while avoiding the risks of Iegxslalmn e
" Further, the joint customer pmposal assigns responsibility for serving future foad growth to. the e
- individua! utilities rather than giving that obligation to Bonneville by default. . The proposal alsu L
.. fixes the paymenis to investor-owned utilities according to a logical formala. Finally, the - U
~proposat also protects fish and w:ldhfe cxpcndxturcs and guarantces acqmstt:on of cost effectwe ,
B eﬁ‘iclency measures. - - '

- :;";'Thc Jmnt customer proposal does nead ﬁmher rcﬁnement In pamr:ular the proposal does. nt)t
- have a well-defined mechanism for eniforceable customer input regarding Bonneville cost
- control, including the ability of customers to reduce their load on Bonneville if the a gency’s
costs excced rcasonable and mutually agreed-upon levels. This aspeet of the proposal mustbe. -
- addressed bcforc customers can he expcctad ta 51gn lung~tcrrn contmcts to purchase power from T
S 'Banncvﬂle‘ : - '
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While there are still some details to be competed, we belicve the joint customer proposal offers
the best mechanism vet developed for preserving the benefils of the FCRPS for the region.

Thank you for the epportunity to comment. We would be happy to answer any guestions you
may have about our position,
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WMG&T Board of Trusices
Member System Managers
Montana Congressional Delegation
Steve Wright

Ed Bartlett

John Hines

Jerry Leone

John Saven

SwatntEL PA-RL- 100

Very truly yours,

William K. Drummond

Manayer
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