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Sent: Wednesday, October 09, 2002 8:35 AM
To: comrent @pa. gov
Subj ect: BPA shoul d pronote renewabl es and wild sal non restoration

Admi nistrator Steve Wi ght
PO Box 12999
Portl and, OR 97208

Dear Adm ni strator Steve Wi ght,

I strongly support a clean energy future for our region
that includes plentiful wild sal non, clean, renewable
energy, and a healthy econony. The Bonnevill e Power

Admi nistration (BPA) is currently wei ghing proposals

to change the way it distributes power fromfedera

dans on the Col unbi a and Snake rivers. Current and
future allocations of federal power fromthese dans
have profound inpacts on sal non and sal non dependent
conmuni ties. Under the status quo, BPA and other federa
agenci es have largely failed to neet their | egal sal non
recovery responsibilities, anpbng which is the renpval

of the hundreds of NATIVE GILL NETS in the river. |
urge the Bonneville Power Adm nistration (BPA) to ensure
that any plans to change its power supply role include
measures to i nprove the conditions facing wild sal non
and increase investnments in clean, renewabl e energy.

BPA's process to consider its role in the region is
an opportunity to guarantee stability for wild sal non
restoration. However, a proposal forwarded by regiona
utilities falls short of providing this certainty.
Instead, the utility proposal underestinmates the relationship
bet ween hydropower generation and sal non protection

i ncreases pressure on the Col unbia and Snake rivers
to produce power; and at best, maintains our current

| evel of salnon restoration effort that has yet to
produce sel f-sustaining, harvestable popul ati ons of
wi | d sal non.

Rat her than increasing the burden on our already struggling
sal non and sal nron dependent conmunities, any changes

to BPA' s power supply structure nmust be an inprovenent
over the status quo. | support principles put forward

by a coalition of comercial and sport fishing businesses,
conservation organi zations, and cl ean energy advocates

to inprove the Northwest's energy structure to benefit

sal non, sal non conmmunities and Northwest ratepayers.

The proposal states that any power supply plan nust

i nclude explicit and stringent sal nbn requirenents

with clear accountability mechanisms. | support the
renmoval of the hundreds of G LLNETS as used by the

native americans. At the tinme that the treaties were
signed they used only dip nets. They have interperted

the use of of G Il nets as their rights under the treaties



signed at the tine.

To those who wish to renove the dams on the snake
river, | ask do you think of the wheat that is carried
down the river by barge as you place the | oaf of bread
in your grocery basket.

Additionally, any allocation plan nmust maintain and

i ncrease BPA's conmitnent to the devel opnent of clean
renewabl e energy and cost-effective energy efficiency.
Federal |aw specifically states that BPA should consi der
conservation and renewables its top priority when trying
to meet new power demands. Therefore, we nust maintain
and increase these investnents.

We need your | eadership to strike a bal ance between

the river transportation of FOOD stuffs and the restoration
of the natural salnon runs, but first lets renove the
hundreds of NYLON GILL NETS in the river. THE native
americans claimthat is their right under the treaty.

Let themfish with the dip nets and nade with natura
materials. The Colunbia is conpletely covered with

gill nets except the barge channel. It is a wonder
that any fish can nake it up river. As BPA considers
its role in our region, | urge you to ensure that it

promotes a Northwest future that includes abundant
wi | d sal non, clean energy and a strong econony.

Thank you, Francis (Don ) Pintler

Si ncerely,

Francis Pintler
9321 Duffield Rd
Moxee, WAshi ngton 98936



