RD- 0207

Sent: Thursday, October 03, 2002 11:26 AM
To: comrent @pa. gov
Subj ect: BPA shoul d pronote renewabl es and wild sal non restoration

Admi nistrator Steve Wi ght
PO Box 12999
Portl and, OR 97208

Dear Adm ni strator Steve Wi ght,

The earth is so i nportant and everyone seens to be
ignoring it right now | understand that our security
is significant and Bush wants to focus on that, but

| feel that, froma national |evel, our environnent
and the earth's well-being is being ignored. It really
is inmportant to sooooo many people that our sal non

are not totally depleted and that we use energy as

wi sely and efficiently as we can. That's why | wite
this letter. THat's why | am spending tine focusing

on this issue and praying that you consider it. The
Bonnevill e Power Administration (BPA) is currently

wei ghi ng proposals to change the way it distributes
power from federal dans on the Col unbia and Snake rivers.
Current and future allocations of federal power from

t hese dans have profound inpacts on sal non and sal non
dependent communities. Under the status quo, BPA and
ot her federal agencies have largely failed to neet
their | egal salnmon recovery responsibilities. | urge

t he Bonnevill e Power Adm nistration (BPA) to ensure
that any plans to change its power supply role include
measures to i nprove the conditions facing wild sal non
and increase investnents in clean, renewabl e energy.

BPA' s process to consider its role in the region is
an opportunity to guarantee stability for wild sal nmon
restoration. However, a proposal forwarded by regiona
utilities falls short of providing this certainty.
Instead, the utility proposal underestinmates the relationship
bet ween hydropower generation and sal non protection

i ncreases pressure on the Col unbia and Snake rivers
to produce power; and at best, nmmintains our current

| evel of salnon restoration effort that has yet to
produce sel f-sustaining, harvestable popul ati ons of
wi | d sal non.

Rat her than increasing the burden on our already struggling
sal non and sal non dependent communities, any changes

to BPA' s power supply structure nmust be an inprovenent

over the status quo. | support principles put forward

by a coalition of comercial and sport fishing businesses,
conservation organi zations, and cl ean energy advocates

to inprove the Northwest's energy structure to benefit

sal mon, sal nmon comunities and Northwest ratepayers.

The proposal states that any power supply plan nust



i nclude explicit and stringent sal nbn requirenents
with clear accountability mechani sms. The proposa

al so hopes to reduce potential opposition to sal non
requi rements that result in a reduction of power from
federal dans, such as rempval of the | ower Snake River
dans. As denonstrated in a recent report rel eased by
RAND, we can renove those four dans and replace the
power with energy efficiency and renewabl es wi t hout

i mpacting the regional econony.

Additionally, any allocation plan must maintain and

i ncrease BPA's conmitnent to the devel opnent of clean
renewabl e energy and cost-effective energy efficiency.
Federal |aw specifically states that BPA should consider
conservation and renewables its top priority when trying
to meet new power demands. Therefore, we nust maintain
and increase these investnents.

We need your |eadership to restore endangered sal non
and pronote clean energy. As BPA considers its role
in our region, | urge you to ensure that it pronotes
a Northwest future that includes abundant wild sal non,
cl ean energy and a strong econony.

Thank you,

Si ncerely,

pt
545 sw den
portland, Oregon 97219



